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What does
“Matchln,g

Numbers™ mean?
That is kind of a long
question to answer and it
is a question that everyone

has, but let me try to defigin_

short. When you'talk @bolit
"Numbers Matchifig"fmost’
of the time, they atetalking
about the VIN numberof..

the car and the carhaving ™,

the original equipgment,in
the car. For the VINshumber,

there are a few places*thatiit,

is located. Firstisiof course
up on the dash visible

through the windshield. The

second place for the'VIN
number is on the «rewaill

located behind thé-blower™..

motor. Those are the oy,

two places on the Body that

the VIN number is located.
Now, the VIN numberwilt=
also be located on the

engine and the transmission. ™,

So, when people ask abeut
a "Matching Numbers" car,
they mean
that they can nd the same
VIN number on those four
locations listed above. Now,
on the Firewall, the Engine,
and the Transmission,

there is really only an
abbreviated version of the
VIN. For example, the VIN

rst and foremost®

number of your car might be
2W87Z7N111111. The VIN
number located on the Fire-
wall is only like 22N111111.
So, it is an abbreviated ver-
sion of the VIN, but the most
important thingsto look atis
thie"111141", which’denotes

_'your_Car___ahd your‘car only
“and’speci cally./It is the=fast

6 digits of your VIN that is
the most important to have
on those four locations.

“Those are the only items

that are speci c to YOUR car.
Now, to take the

“Numbers Matching" car to

the second level. The next

% 'set of numbers to look at is

the Cowl Data plate located
under the hood. Meaning,
youiwill hayve a code for the

- exterior coloy like 19L and

19U forblack exterior upper

and lower body paint, You.-
will have a'62N for camel tan_,

cloth interior.\You willlalso
have some codes-like CC1

\if your car came with Fisher

T-top:¥oof, or jt might have

~“a Y84.fora-8peciabEdition
Trans Am—Now again, the

cowl plate lists only'some |
of what:yourcareriginally.-
came as. As we have.seen
in alot of places, the:cowl
tags can vary from year to
year and also plant to plant
between Norwood, OH and
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Van Nuys, CA. But at least it
has a general description of
your car and colors that was
originally on the car. So,
that is the second phase of
the "Numbers Matching"” car.
Now.the third phase is
wheréd'you get ifito all offthe
littleftedious details ofithe &
cargAll of the hedds, carb,
rear end, shaker scoops,
gauges, trim, emblems, ete.,.
etc., etc. Just about.every
piece on the car has_s-éme
numbers on it to/letyou

know where that part cathe

from. For example, your
shaker scoop will have a#
GM part number.on it that
will let you know thatyes,
this shakerwas on a 1978

Trans Af.“Now, somelof.iHe

other/parts of thie car fike
the canb willstake'that a,step

\further.afid-have casting

codesanddate codes an_.
them that will tell you'maore

winformation. For eXxampte;
the carb might haye a code /.

of 170582 76awhich would="-
tet-youithat-CarbTame-on
a Pontiac-400 engine. 1t will

| ‘also have-a-date code that
~ witkletyou-know when the

carb. was'manufactured. The
heads will have the same
type of coding to them.

So, all of the parts on the
car will have some sort of

"Numbers" to them.

The main point of this is
that look for the VIN number
in those four locations

(the rewall one being the
hardest to look at without
dism@antling the blower).

JThen'look at the Cowl plate

for further numbers. That is
mostly the extent of a "Num-
bers/Matching" car. Now, for

“Mgst Trans Ams, that is what
you need to look out for.
“Now, if you were spending

ovef $150,000 on a 1973
455SD car, then | am sure
you would go further and
logk at all of the dates codes
and casting numbers on all

,Of the other parts. But for
“.most Trans Am buyers, the

rst and second phase of the

““Numbers Matching" is good

enough. There will be more

_information and photos
“posted up to the website as

F'gather them over the next

7 few weeks to show you more

detail, but at least thisis a
start.
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Coming Next Month:
New www.78ta.com?
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