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What is my Car
Worth?

Well, if | have been asked
this question once, | have
been asked it a hundred
times. | get alot of people
ask “What is my car worth?”
This question gets asked on
both sides of the fence. |
get this question posed to
me for people trying to sell
their car and also for people
looking to purchase acar.
The simplest answer to that
question is “What is the car
worth to YOU?” The car'is
only worth what the next
person is willing to pay for
it.

If we take a typical car
like a 1978 Martinque Blue
Pontiac 400 automatic-Trans
Am with T-tops and Black
Deluxe interior to use as
an example. A car like that
in Mint condition would
be worth about $20,000 to
$22,000 to me. But, I have
always liked the 1978 and
the Martinque Blue with
the black interior. But to
someone else, that same car
they might not pay $15,000
for it because they do not
like the 1978 styling or not
like the color blue. So, the
same car with be worth
di erentvalues for di erent

people.

Prices of these cars

uctuate year by year and
also month by month. What
a certain car sold for last
month may not be what it
can sell for this month. With
all the di erent choices
of years, colors, motors,
transmissions, options,
and so on, there are alot
of di erent variables to
consider when trying to
determine the value of
aTrans Am. One of the
bigger considerations in
determining the value of
the car is the production
number, or how many were
made of that particular Trans
Am. If we take a look at a
1977 Y82 SE with the Pontiac
400 automatic transmission
and T-tops, there were 6, 030
made in 1977, but a 1977
Y82 SE with the W72 Pontiac
400 and the 4-Speed with no
T-tops, there were only 384
of them made. The 1978 Y84
SE with the W72 Pontiac 400
and 4-Speed only 20 of them
rolled o.-the line.

Production numbers aren’t
the only thing to consider.....
condition, mileage, options,
owner history, originality all
come into play as well. The
highest value cars would be
the low owner, low miles,

s

all original, low production
number Trans Ams. A One
owner, 2,000 original miles,
all original, mint condition
1973 Trans Am SD455
4-Speed with only 72 of
them ever being made you
can plan on paying well into
the 6 digit price range.

A car with.alot of owners,
high mileage, restoration
work needed, highly
produced Trans Am like the
1979 Olds 403 automatic
cars where there were over
48,000 of them produced
will of course bring amuch
much lower number on the
market. There is no exact
science to determining the
value and everyone will
have theirown opinions on
the values of cars. The best
advice | can give you is go
out and-do some research.
The Internet is a wonder
place for information and
gets better every day.
Browse the Internet and
compare what you see out
there with.what you have or
are looking at and ask some
questions on some forums.
By-doing that, you should
be able to get a good idea
of what the car is worth.
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Coming Next Month:
How to Sell your Trans Am.

Can you tackle your

own Restoration?
Well, this question can be as
big or as small as you want
it to encompass. | am not
only talking about restoring
the entire car, but | am also
talking about all of the little
things along the way like
“Can | replace the rear leaf
srpings myself?”, or “Can

| recover my own seats?”
The answer is “Yes”you can
do just about anything to
your car. Allit takesis a
little time, a little patience,
and alot of common sense.
As long as you have those
things, some tools, and a
digital camera, you can do
almost anything. | have
quite a few restoration tips
on my website with more
coming soon that hopefully
will give you a little

con dence to tackle some
projects yourself.

Most items and projects on
the car really aren’t all that
bad to do in your own garage
with tools you probably
already have. Some projects
require a special tool like
hogring pliers to recover
your seats, but those tools
can be purchased relatively
inexpensively. **

Continued Next Month






